
 
 

 

Matthew 3:1-12 
(Sunday, November 27) 

 

1. a.  What was the longest period of time you spent in the wilderness or away from 

civilization?  What was it like?   

 

 

 

b.  When were you baptized?  Describe your experience of getting baptized? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. a.  When it comes to baptism, what does OCF practice?   

 

 

 

b. What does baptism signify? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. John preached a succinct message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

What does repent mean?  What does it look like?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. a.  John told the religious leaders of his day to “bear fruit in keeping with repentance” 

(3:8). Compare this with Matthew 12:33-35, Acts 26:20, and Titus 1:16. What do these 

passages have in common?   

 

 

 

b. What does it look like for us to “bear fruit” today in our culture?  

 

OCF Small Groups: passionately pursuing God, healthy relationships with 
each other, and people who don’t know Jesus, as part of a Gospel Community. 



5. John was plunging the people who came to him in the wilderness in the water of the 

river Jordan as they confessed their sins. This wasn’t just a symbolic cleansing for 

individuals; it was a sign of the new thing that God was doing in history, for Israel and for 

the world. Over a thousand years before, the children of Israel had crossed the Jordan 

when they first entered and conquered the Promised Land. Now they had to go through 

the river again, as a sign that they were getting ready for a greater conquest, God’s 

defeat of all evil and the establishment of his kingdom on earth as in heaven.  Not only 

did ordinary people come to hear John, so did some Jewish religious leaders, the 

Pharisees, and Sadducees.  

 

a.  Why does John speak to them so harshly?  What angered John so much about the 

Pharisees and Sadducees? 

 

 

 

b.  What particular dangers are there for those who have leadership responsibilities in 

the church?  

 

 

c.  In particular, John attacks the confidence the Jewish leaders had in their ancestry. 

“We have Abraham as our father,” they would say to themselves. In other words, “God 

made promises to Abraham; we are his children; therefore, God is committed to us, and 

we are bound to be all right in the end.” Most of us aren’t ethnically Jewish.  But what 

sorts of equivalent confidence might we in the church claim to have today that might 

be equally fruitless? 

 

 

 

 

 

6. For some of us, our house is reasonably tidy and well kept, but if you suddenly get word 

that a distinguished guest is coming to visit, you may suddenly want to give it another 

cleaning. The Jewish people, even the devout ones who worshiped regularly in the 

temple, knew in their bones that they weren’t ready for God to come back. The 

prophets had said that God would come back when the people repented, turning to 

him with all their hearts. That was what John summoned them to do; and they came in 

droves. John’s stark warnings set the tone for much of the story of Jesus. The God who 

came to his people in Jesus will one day unveil his kingdom in all its glory, bringing justice 

and joy to the entire world.   

 

a.  If you knew this was to happen next year, what changes would you want to make in 

your life and in the world before he came?  Figuratively, where do the roads need 

straightening out? What fires need to be lit to burn away the rubbish in his path? Which 

dead trees need to be cut down? 

 

 

 

b.  In the next year, what steps could we make toward those desires? 


